
October 2022 

10/3 - 10/10 FALL BREAK 
 

11 - School Resumes 
 

11 - Choir Practice 3 - 4pm 
 

13 - PTO Meeting 3:45pm 
 

13 - Papa Johns Fundraiser 
 

14 - Pink Out for Breast Cancer  

       Awareness  

 

14 - View Report Cards in ParentVue 
 

14 - Student Awards to be given out in  

       the class 
 

18 - Choir Practice 3 - 4pm 
 

20 - Battle of the Books Study Session  

       3:00 - 4:00pm 

20 - Student Council Mtg 3:15pm 
 

20 - #Forward Parent Night 

21 - PTO Trunk or Treat 

24 - 28 - SPIRIT WEEK 

25 - Battle of the Books Battle #1  

       8:45am 

25 - Choir Practice 3 - 4pm 

26 - College Days - wear your favorite  

       college attire 1:45pm 
 

31 - Individual Classroom Harvest Cele 

      bration.  

 
Ranch Elementary School 

43521 N. Kenworthy Rd. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 
Ph: 480-882-3530  Fax: 480-655-6412 

   https://ranch.jocombs.org/ 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 - 4:00 

RANCH STAFF OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 - Don Angle 
Megan Kochel 

5 - Wendy Black Feather 
12 - Ashley Manzo 
18 - Liz Beckwith 

27 - Amanda Frohling 

You can follow us on Twitter: 
@Ranchroadrunner if you don’t have a Twitter 
account, but would like to receive our updates 
via text message, follow these easy steps: 

 Type 40404 (as the recipient) 

 Type “follow @Ranchroadrunner” (in the 
message area)  

 That’s it! You will now begin to receive our 
Twitter updates, even without an account 

Noah Campa 

I would like to nominate Noah Campa for 
student of the month. Noah demonstrates 
being a trustworthy student daily. Noah is 
reliable, honest, and hard working. Noah al-
ways arrives at school every day prepared to 
learn. He comes into class on time, gets out 
his bell work right away, and actively partici-
pates in class discussion. Noah always finish-
es his work on time and follows through with 

commitments that he has made with his classmates and 
teachers. Noah is a role model in and outside of the 
classroom. Thank you for being an awesome and trust-
worthy student!  

  Mr. Christensen 

 TRUSTWORTHINESS 

Monday. October 24th - Pajama Day 

Tuesday, October 25th - Nerd Day 

Wednesday, October 26th - Dress like your parents day 

Thursday, October 27th - Hero/Villian Day 

Friday, October 28th - Twin/Small Group Day 

https://ranch.jocombs.org/


The EYC preschool class-
rooms will be learning all 
about our community and 

community helpers.  We will be focusing on 
the color orange and the shape of a trian-
gle.  Our concepts are long/short, and our 
letters/sounds will be T and D.   Help us 
reinforce our theme and vocabulary at 
home by reading books about the commu-
nity. Make sure you talk about all the plac-
es in our community when you are out and 
about! 

EYC 

We are looking forward to 
a great October! In Octo-
ber, our Pre-k on my Way 
unit is called Let’s Investi-

gate.  The children will be answering ques-
tions like: “What can we learn from using 
our senses?” “How can weather affect us?” 
“How do we measure how big, how much or 
how many?” and “How can we make things 
go?” Our letters for the month of October 
are Ff, Gg, and Hh. Our numbers are 5 and 
6. Our color focus is orange and our shape 
focus is triangle. Our math focus is Compar-
ing, more, less, same, and different. Our lit-
eracy focus will be on rhyming activities. 
Our author of the month is Norman Brid-
well. We are planning a fall S.T.E.A.M. day 
near the end of the month.  
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In kindergarten, we are working on charac-
ters, setting, and main events and in math 
we will continue to work on counting and 
writing numbers to 10. In science we will 
learn about bats, spiders and pumpkins. In 
social studies we will continue to learn 
about trying your best and good choices 
versus bad choices. Continue to 
practice letters and sounds and 
read to your child every night.  

First grade is rocking it! For Math 
we have learned about partners of 

numbers 1-10. We know that these num-
bers work together to play a game, solve 
a problem, and are two numbers that 
work together to make another num-
ber.  In Fundations, we are working on 
glued sounds and blending sounds to flu-
ently read words.  We are learning 
about being a responsible citizen in So-
cial Studies and exploring Space for 
Science.  

In math we have been working on solving addi-
tion and subtraction word prob-
lems within 100.  In ELA we will 
start working on asking and an-
swering questions about a text. 
We are beginning social studies. 
Make sure to have your stu-
dent read every night. 

Hello 3rd Grade! Hope you all have a great Fall Break! 
When we return, we will be reading The Year of Miss 
Agnes in Language Arts, connecting character, culture 

and community! In Math, we will be learning about place value, understanding and 
how to use properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic. Let's contin-
ue to make this a great year! 

Hats in School 
 

Parents, please remind your children 
that hats are to be worn outside or 

in the classroom only.  Except on Fri-
days (H.A.T. Here all the time). 

When in the cafeteria having break-
fast or lunch students are to remove 

their hats.  
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Fifth grade students are working 
hard to set personal goals and 
track their progress this year!  This 
month, students will be updating individu-
al data notebooks that reflect our class 
vision statements, class codes, learning 
road maps, and much more!  Fifth graders 
will also delve into the Biz Town curricu-
lum during social studies. Students will 
learn about personal finance concepts and 
how businesses operate in the real world. 
They will also learn to write checks, use 
debit cards, and balance their check-
books.  Finally, Mr. Grafing will continue 
to visit our classes once a week to sup-
port students in their social-emotional 
growth!  As always, thank you for all of 
your support from home!  

      
 

Welcome back 4th graders! I feel like we 
have already accomplished so much in the 
last nine weeks! In the month of October, 
we will be learning all sorts of new things! 
In ELA, we will be starting a new unit about 
nonfictional text. In Math, we are continu-
ing multiplication and starting division. In 
Science, we will be starting a new science 
curriculum. In Social Studies, we are con-
tinuing to learn about Mesoameri-
ca. 

Sixth grade is so excited to finish the quarter and 
enjoy our fall break!  Sixth graders have been 
working hard on getting their work turned in and 
finishing end of the quarter projects! In Math 
students are starting rates, and ratios! In Science 
the students are going to be working on a fun 
Space Unit, using their new science curriculum.  In 
ELA students are working on Animal Allies, and in 

Social Studies students are learning about 
different cultures. It is going to be a quick 
second quarter with lots of fun activities! 
We look forward to everyone coming back 
from break and getting back to learning! 

6th Grade Grade’s 3rd – 6th will compete in 
our annual typing competition af-
ter having just completed our 
game design and programming 
unit. Kindergarten will be us-
ing Typing Rocket Jr/Zoo Typing/ 
Cup Stacking Typing. 1st & 2nd 
will be learning the middle row 
keys on typing.com.  

TECHNOLOGY  

  We are having a lot of fun in PE!  We just finished playing one of our favor-
ite games called Fit Ball.  This week all of the students are taking the PACER 
running test for the first time this year.  The kids run a 60-foot lap across 
the width of the gym to the beeps on a CD.  The test is over when a student 

decides to quit because they are tired or they make two mistakes.  A mistake 
is when the student does not make it to the finish line before the beep.  The 
final score for each student is the total number of laps that they were able to 
run before the end of the test.  The kindergarten classes are put into two 
teams and the kids run 10 laps before taking a water and rest break. 

http://typing.com/
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BAND  
All Band students MUST have their instrument, 3-ring binder, and book with them in class on 
Tuesday, Oct. 11th (5th Grade Reeds and Flutes; 6th Grade Orion & Jacob). We will begin each 
class with a fingering quiz (of all the fingerings, note names, and placement on the musical staff) 
that the students should know up to this point. We will keep track of scores as part of their 
Band data notebooks (their binders). We will begin using the Essential Elements Book in 5th 
Grade. In 6th Grade, the students will move to Level 3 in their Sound Innovations Book.The 6th 
grade will also begin work on music for their 1st performance at the Veterans Day Program in 
November!  We have a lot of music to learn before our first concert in December! Please remem-
ber to encourage your child to practice at home for their weekly playing test. The 1st playing 
test will occur Thurs/Fri Oct.20 or 21.  

GENERAL MUSIC NEWS!! 
 

I hope your child or children have come home singing songs we've learned in music because they are 
such great singers and I have enjoyed watching their enthusiasm to learn! We have gotten routines 
down pretty well; "How to Enter the Music Room!", "How to Get an Instrument!", and "How to transition to 
a different part of the room". We will practice these over and over throughout the year. We make a game 
out of it by setting the timer to see if the class can beat their time on getting an instrument or moving to 
their groups. 
Fourth grade has begun learning "The Armed Forces Medley" where we sing each branch of the military's 
song. This will be performed at our Veterans Day program where all grades K-4 will also perform a song. 
Every year this has been a big highlight of my teaching here at Ranch and I know the students love per-
forming so that's even better!  
If you ever have any questions about music classes here, you can email me at: koverall@jocombs.org 

ORCHESTRA NEWS!! 
 

My 5th grade orchestra has been working on notes and rhythms, holding the bow and fingering on the 
fingerboard playing these notes: D, E, F#, G, A and B. They must PRACTICE at home 10 minutes as many 
days as possible while they are in this beginning stage. They should know what to practice because we do 
these same skills in class. They will take what we do in class and repeat at home.  
 
My 6th grade orchestra I just introduced my 6th graders to the full version of Jingle Bells. It'll be a 
part of a medley of 2 other Christmas holiday songs that we will add to Jingle Bells and perform at our 
December concert. Several students have gone on ahead to learn the Star Spangled Banner and America 
the Beautiful. They have loved the challenge! I think it's going to be so awesome to hear them perform. I 
am looking forward to seeing where and what my orchestra students will be accomplishing this year! They 
are Awesome! 

Ranch Roadrunner Choir 4th - 6th grades  
 

We have been meeting on Tuesdays afterschool from 3-4pm.  If your child is thinking about it, 
or you want your child to participate they can come to our next practice on Tuesday after the 
break.  Please email me at koverall@jocombs.org to let me know ahead of time. Thank you! 
The choir has been working on how to warm up their voice, how to sing with correct vowels, and 
how  to blend. So far we have been singing the National Anthem and they are beautiful singers 
and have a great tone.  
The choir will perform the same night as my orchestra concert.  December 13th at 6pm held in 
the MPR (cafeteria). 

mailto:koverall@jocombs.org
mailto:koverall@jocombs.org
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Lisa Maria Rebeiro 

I would like to nominate Lisa Marie  as employee of the 
month for Support Staff. Thank you for believing in me, 
giving me words of wisdom and always being there for me 
and my team.  Also, thanks for covering me for potty 
breaks.  
 
         Amalia Artiga 

  

         

Amalia Artiga 

We would like to nominate Amalia Artiga as employee of 
the month for Certificated Staff: Amalia goes above and 
beyond her duties, she is very caring and shows the mean-
ing of being a teacher.  Not only is she a great teacher, 
she is an AMAZING co-worker!! 
  

            Lisa Marie Rebeiro  

October 14th is Ranch PINK OUT Day in 

honor of Breast Cancer Awareness.   

Wear Pink to show your support. 
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Arizona Tax Credit 

How can I make a tax credit donation?  
Take advantage of Arizona Tax Credit.  Ranch front office has tax credit forms or 
you can go to our website at www.jocombs.org to print the tax credit form.  When 
filling out the form please be sure to check the box for Ranch Elementary for any 
amount up to $400 ( joint filing) or $200 (single filing) that will be used for extra 
curricular activities and you will be reimbursed when you file your Arizona taxes.  

 

Notice of Non-Discrimination 

J.O. Combs Unified School District #44 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, disability, age or sexual orientation in admission and access to its programs, services, activities, or in any as-
pect of their operations and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. J.O. 
Combs Unified School District #44 also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices. The following 
employees have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Compliance Officer 
for Title IX , Athletic Director, 2505 E. Germann Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Compli-
ance Officer for Section 504/ADA, Director of Student Services, 43371 N. Kenworthy Rd, San Tan Valley, AZ 
85140 or 480-987-5300. 

El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs #44 no discrimina en base a su raza, color, religión, origen nacional, 
sexo, discapacidad, edad, o la orientación sexual para la admisión y su acceso a sus programas, servicios, activida-
des, o en cualquier aspecto de sus operaciones y proporciona un acceso igualitario a los Boys Scouts y otro grupos 
de jóvenes designados. El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs tampoco discrimina en sus prácticas de 
empleo y contratación. Los siguientes empleados han sido designados para manejar las preguntas en cuanto a las 
pólizas de no discriminación: Funcionario de Cumplimiento de Título IX, Director Atlético 2505 E. Germann Road, 
San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Funcionario de Cumplimiento para la Sección 504/ADA, Director 
de Servicios Estudiantiles, 43371 N. Kenworthy Rd, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-987-5300. 

http://www.jocombs.org/
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